KING  CHARLES I                   123
prisoner. However, Charles determined to wait till he could come to terms with the Scotch Commissioners, which he finally accomplished on December 26, when both parties signed a nominally secret treaty known as the Engagement. By this agreement the Scotch promised to bring an army into England to restore Charles to his throne ; in return he was to establish Presby-terianism for three years with toleration for those who did not wish to take the Covenant. The ultimate settlement of the Church was to result from a free discussion between divines and laymen, in which the King was to play a prominent part and which would probably end in the re-establishment of the Episcopalian Church. The control of the Militia was once more to be vested in the Crown, all armies were to be disbanded, the present Parliament dissolved and a free Parliament elected, and an Act of Oblivion passed for past offences.
These terms were as favourable as Charles could hope for, and he had no hesitation in signing them in preference to an ultimatum presented by Parliament at the same time. Unfortunately, the Scottish nation was by no means united in support of a treaty made in its name. The signatories had been three Peers, and they did not represent the Kirk, whose leaders looked with horror on the measure of religious toleration allowed in the terms. Moreover, Argyll, their lay representative, who enjoyed a dictatorship in Scotland as long as the Royalist party was suppressed, did everything in his power to stir up opposition to the Engagement, so that when a Scotch army finally invaded England it was four